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Sukkot, 5770

1) Istanis Ani! (I am kind of wimpy...)
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Mishneh Torah, Laws of the Sukkah, 6:2

Someone who might suffer is exempt from [dwelling in the] sukkah, but not one's attendants.
And what is considered suffering? One who can't sleep in the sukkah because of the wind, or
flies, or fleas , or [a bad] smell.
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Shulhan Arukh, Orach Hayyim, 639:7 (in the Mapah, R. Moses Isserles, 1520 - 1572)

And anyone who is exempt from the sukkah and doesn't leave it, [this person] does not
receive a reward and is considered to be quite normal.

2) Have You Done Your Hazarah (reviewing)?
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Bavli Sukkah, 28b-29a

Our rabbis taught [in a baraita]:

All seven days a person treats his sukkah as his regular dwelling place and his

home as his temporary dwelling place. How so? If he has handsome garments, he brings them
into the sukkah. [If he has] lovely linens, he brings them into the sukkah. He eats and drinks and
walks about in the sukkah.

What is the Scriptural basis for this rule? It is based on that which our rabbis have taught [in a
baraita]: “You shall dwell” (Lev. 13:42) in the manner in which you ordinarily dwell. On this
basis, they have said: All seven days a person treats his sukkah as his regular dwelling place and
his house as his temporary dwelling place.

How so?

If he had handsome garments, he brings them into the sukkah, lovely linens, he brings them into
the sukkah. He eats and drinks and walks about [relaxes] in the sukkah. And he should repeat his
learning in the sukkah.

Is this so? Has not Rava said, “One may recite Scripture and repeat Mishnah-teachings in the
shaded area [sukkah], but [reviews] Talmud-learning outside of the shaded area [sukkah].

There is no contradiction: the first of the two statements alludes to merely reviewing, the second
to deep reflection. That is in line with what Raba bar Hama did, when he was standing in session
before R. Hisda. First they reviewed the Talmud together, and then they went and engaged in
deep reflection on it.
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Mishneh Torah, Laws of the Sukkah, 6:9 (R. Moses Maimonides, 1135-1204)

All seven days one recites [verses] inside of the sukkah. And when one [attempts to] understand
and inspect that which was read, it should be done outside of the sukkah so that the mind is at
ease over it. The one who prays may do so inside our outside of the Sukkah.
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TUR, Orach Hayyim, 639 (Rabbeinu Ha-Gadol Ha-Rav Jacob ben Asher, 1269 - 1343)

....and one learns in [the sukkah] matters that do not require serious inquiry, so that there won't
be a concern that they would bother her. A topic that requires serious inquiry: one can study out-
side of the sukkah.
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Bet Yosef, Orach Hayyim, 639 (R. Joseph Karo, 1488 - 1575)

...and Rashi explains [the talmud above] that deep study requires solitude and sitting with a clear
and relaxed mind - [but] he would be troubled in the sukkah. [However], in the fresh air one can
expand one's mind [and concentrate]. The RIF, RAMBAM and the ROSH also understand the
talmud this way. But the RAN wrote that one could suggest the opposite. It is deep study that is
the [more] permanent action and requires [sitting] in a sukkah. And to be stringent - follow both!
In a case where one isn't bothered [to study deeply in a sukkah - go for it], but if one is bothered
[by difficult material] it is in the category of "one who suffers" and exempt from the sukkah.

(RIF - R. Isaac Alfasi, 1013 - 1103. ROSH - R. Asher ben Yechiel, 1250 - 1329. RAN - R. Nis-
sim ben Rueven, 1320 - 1380)
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Arukh Ha-Shulhan, Orach Hayyim, 639:19 (R. Yechiel Epstein, 1829 - 1909)

All seven days recite [verses] and study [text] inside of the sukkah. And if one needs many books
[that's me!] for learning take them to the sukkah. Even though this is a burden, this would not be
a means to exempt one from the sukkah. This is also [inherent] in the category "you shall dwell -
in the manner you normally reside [in your home]". However, if the depth of the serious learning
is very difficult on her in the sukkah, she may study in her home, for this manner of learning is
impossible inside of the sukkah. All the more so for matters that disturb one physically, as they
say: "the one who suffers is exempt from the sukkah." And all the more so afflicting of the soul
(spiritual affliction). The [study of] Torah requires peace of mind....
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Deut. 16:13-14 (God, really really...really old)

You shall celebrate Sukkot for seven days, when you have gathered in the produce from
your threshing floor and wine press.

You shall rejoice in your hag, together with your son and daughter, your male and female
slave, and also the Levite, the alien, the orphan and the widow who belong to your
community.



